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Dedication 

To those who look at the Old Testament as irrelevant, 
detached, or just plain confusing.  

May this short book show how a major figure from 
the past be a major preview of a figure in your future. 



Introduction 

Originally written as a series of Daily Devotionals for Saar 

Fellowship in Bahrain, Moses: A Christ-centred Devotional for 

YOUR Life aims to teach about Moses, shine the spotlight on 

Jesus, and inspire you to action. 

At the end of every devotional is a Notes page where you 

can write not only what you think or what came to mind whilst 

reading the chapter, but more importantly, what you plan to 

do about it! 





Moses – His Birth 
Exodus 2.1-10 introduces us to the birth and early life 

of Moses. Born amid turbulent times of tribulation and 

persecution (Exodus 1.22), the parents of Moses see that 

he was special (2.2, cf. Hebrews 11.23), and take 

extraordinary measures to keep him safe. 

Miraculously the basket, the current of the river, the 

bathing location of Pharaoh’s daughter, and her 

emotional response upon seeing the crying child were all 

under the providential care of the Lord (vv.3-6).  

Moses’ parents’ act of faith in trusting him to the Lord 

are rewarded, and his Mother is actually then paid to 

raise her own son (vv.7-9). As a young man, Moses is 

adopted into the royal family and given all the privileges 

thereof (v.10).  



The parallels between the births of Moses and Jesus 

are inescapable: 

PROVIDENTIAL CIRCUMSTANCES AND 
INTERVENTION ALLOWED THE YOUNG BOY 

TO LIVE AMID A CONTEXT OF PERSECUTION 
AND IN THE FACE OF A ROYAL DEATH 

SENTENCE – MATTHEW 2.13-18 

THE PRIVILEGES OF ROYALTY WERE 
ACCORDED TO HIM ALTHOUGH, AS WE WILL 

SEE, THEY WERE CAST ASIDE FOR GOD’S 
PURPOSES AND PLANS – PHILIPPIANS 2.6 

The birth of this child heralded a new beginning for 

God’s people; a man born to deliver them out of slavery 

and into a glorious new and renewed relationship with 

God, a man born to guide God’s people into a new 

chapter in their life of faith. 



MOSES, OR JESUS? 

Circumstances and events surrounding the birth of 

Moses all combined to showcase the glory and 

providence of God, and they give us a wonderful preview 

of Jesus. 

Today, what is going on in your life that does the 

same?  

Pause, look…really look, and make a note of it.  

Start today to plot a course of how God is moving in 

your life.  

Write it down, journal it, bullet point it, just do 

something that you can look back on! 

What is aligning and combining to show you, and those 

around you, just how good and glorious God is? 





Moses – His Start 
As we continue through Exodus 2, Moses seems to 

have made a choice to identify with his people, the 

Hebrews. According to tradition, Moses was being 

trained and groomed to be the next Pharaoh of Egypt, 

but here made a conscious choice to identify with his 

people, God’s people (Exodus 2.11, cf. Acts 7.23). Moses 

knew who he was, where he had come from, and where 

he felt the Lord leading him. 

MOSES KNEW, DO YOU? 

However, he took this identification and emotional 

attachment too far and killed an Egyptian (Exodus 2.12). 

Thinking the people would recognise his intentions to 

deliver them from slavery (Acts 7.25), he then tried to 

intervene in a dispute between two Hebrews, only to be 

rejected.  

Moses had identified with God’s people, identified 

himself emotionally and powerfully, but then overstepped 

in the actions that he took. He had skipped a really 



important step – humbling himself before the Lord. Whilst 

his plans may have had noble intention, they were his 

plans, not God’s plans (Proverbs 19.21). 

Many years later, another Deliverer would be born who 

was shown favour from birth, who was obviously special 

as a child, who publicly and powerfully identified Himself 

with God’s people, who did humble Himself before the 

Lord before putting plans into action.  

JESUS IS THAT DELIVERER.  

What this means for you is that there is a way out of 

bondage, slavery, that there is a way out of metaphorical 

Egypt for you. Jesus has identified Himself with you 

through taking on flesh, living a sinless life, giving it up 

for you to satisfy the righteous requirements of a Holy 

God, and triumphing over sin and death through His 

resurrection.  

As great as Moses was, as much as he was the man 

called of God in that time and in that place, Jesus is the 

truer and better Moses, and He stands ready to offer you 

a way out of Egypt. Have you taken it? 





Moses – His Call 
As we move into Exodus 3, we see that Moses is 

tending the flock of his new Father-in-Law (v.1), and he 

sees something so unusual and wonderful that he simply 

must stop and look (vv.2-3, cf. Psalm 19). He is then told 

this,  

When the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God called to 
him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I 

am.” Then he said, 
“Do not come near; take your sandals off your feet, for the 

place on which you are standing is holy ground.”  
And he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of 

Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And 
Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 

Exodus 3.4-6 

The Lord called to Moses from the bush and Moses 

moved towards with an obedient answer of “Here I am“, 

only to be told, hey, that’s close enough, the place on 

which you are standing is holy ground. Moses is called, 

then, but cannot get too close to an altogether holy and 

righteous God. The gap between the natural, sinful, 

fleshly life of Moses and the altogether holy and 



righteous God was too much and Moses had to keep his 

distance. 

For you and for me now, the call is still the same; the 

Lord calls you by name and expects you to answer “Here 

I am“. However, that is where the similarities end, as you 

can draw near to God, knowing He will draw near to you 

(James 4.8a). How then is this possible? How can you 

and I draw closer to God than even Moses, the great man 

used so mightily of God? 

The ground between you and God has been bridged, 

buttressed, and branched by Jesus. You can now draw 

closer to God than Moses could here because of the 

finished work of Jesus. The call is the same, He calls you 

by name. Your response is the same, “Here I am“, but 

then you can draw close to God in a way Moses could 

never because of the shed blood of Jesus for you and 

your faith therein. He has covered the ground between 

you and God. 

If you started to plot a course of how God has moved in 

your life, plot this today; I can draw nearer to God than 

even Moses because of what Jesus did for me. 





Moses – His Caller 
As we continue in Exodus 3, we see who calls Moses. 

Yesterday we saw the call, today the Caller. 

Then Moses said to God, “If I come to the people of Israel 
and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to 

you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to 
them?” 

God said to Moses, “I am who I am.” And he said, “Say this to 
the people of Israel: ‘I am has sent me to you.’” 

Exodus 3.13-14 

Moses then is called by the I am, YAHWEH, the One 

without equivalent. Moses is called by the ultimate Caller, 

the Caller without equal, by the One whose existence is 

reliant on nothing and nobody else, the One who is 

entirely different and set apart (v.5). 

There was another who used this title, another who 

described themselves this way, One who identified 

themselves in the same terms and in doing so identifies 

for us who was speaking from the bush, who is the Caller. 

Perhaps the most well-known example is from John 8,  



Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham 
was, I am.” So they picked up stones to throw at him, but 

Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple. 
John 8.58-59 

Upon hearing this, [the Jews] picked up stones to 

throw at him, because they knew this was Jesus 

identifying Himself as God, the great I am, YAHWEH, the 

LORD. 

The same Caller of Moses is calling you. Jesus calls you 

to come to Him and drink of living water (John 7.37). 

Jesus calls you to come to Him if you are weary and 

burdened. 

Jesus calls you to come to Him and He will give you 

rest. 

Jesus calls you to come to Him because He is gentle, 

humble, and in Him we find rest for our souls (Matthew 

11.28-30). 

The same Caller of Moses is calling you. Have you 

answered? Will you answer afresh today? 





Moses – His Preparation 
As we move into Exodus 4.1-17, Moses is prepared for 

the task given to him in chapter 3. He is given powerful 

signs to authenticate the truth claims he is making about 

God, such as, 

…So he threw [his staff] on the ground, and it became a 
serpent…v.3, 

…he put his hand inside his cloak, and when he took it out, 
behold, his hand was leprous like snow.Then God said, “Put 
your hand back inside your cloak.” So he put his hand back 

inside his cloak, and when he took it out, behold, it was 
restored like the rest of his flesh…vv.6-7, 

…you shall take some water from the Nile and pour it on the 
dry ground, and the water that you shall take from the Nile 

will become blood on the dry ground…v.9. 

It’s so important when we see miraculous events like 

this in the Word we consider why they are happening, 

and, often, if we read carefully we will see, 

…that they may believe that the Lord, the God of their 
fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God 

of Jacob, has appeared to you…v.5, (cf. John 20.30-31) 

When we see miraculous events, they always testify to 

a truth claim about the Lord. Here, it was to verify that 



Moses was the guy chosen to lead in this particular 

period of time, and that the Lord was with him. 

The same is true for Jesus, read Mark 2.1-12, for 

example. 

What this means for you is that Jesus authenticated His 

claims with miraculous, unexplainable, wonderful works 

in order to show that what He said was true, is true. 

For you, this means that when He says He loves you, 

He means it. 

When He says your sins are forgiven, He means it. 

When He says that He came to give you life abundant 

and life eternal, He means it. 

He’s established that whatever He says is true, comes 

true, and is nothing but true, and that is great news 

for you! 





Moses – His Recall 
After being given the ability to do powerful signs 

in Exodus 4.1-17, Moses is now recalled to God’s people 

in Egypt. 

“Go back to Egypt, for all the men who were seeking your 
life are dead.” 

Exodus 4.19 

Moses is then told to do before Pharaoh all the 

miracles that I have put in your power (v.21). A way has 

been prepared for Moses, and he is recalled to use the 

abilities that God has given him. Having spent time away 

from the hustle and bustle of everyday life, Moses now is 

recalled to put his God-given abilities to work.  

Reading this we cannot escape the similarities with the 

preparation and recall of Jesus. He also spent time in the 

wilderness (Luke 4.1), was also presented with an 

opportunity to respond (Exodus 3.4-6, Luke 4.1-13), and 

afterwards was recalled to begin the work for which He 

had been prepared (Luke 4.14-15). 

I believe that God still uses this process today, and will 

for you when your life is totally and wholeheartedly 



submitted to Him. Paul experienced this (Acts 26.12-32, 

Galatians 1.11-17), and I believe that God will use this 

process with you; the call, the preparation, and then the 

recall. 

Maybe you don’t need to go hang around in Arabia for 

three years as Paul did (Galatians 1.17-18), or be tested in 

the wilderness for forty days as Jesus was (Luke 4.2), but 

there will be a call for you, there will be a time of 

preparation for you, and then there will be a recall 

for you, where you are given the task. 

If you are journaling along with this series, try this 

today – when was my call, have I been prepared, have I 

been recalled yet? 





Moses – His Return 
So far Moses has been called, prepared, recalled, now 

he returns. However, it doesn’t go too well, 

Afterward Moses and Aaron went and said to Pharaoh, “Thus 
says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘Let my people go, that they 
may hold a feast to me in the wilderness.’” But Pharaoh said, 
“Who is the Lord, that I should obey his voice and let Israel 

go? I do not know the Lord, and moreover, I will not let Israel 
go.”Then they said, “The God of the Hebrews has met with 

us. Please let us go a three days’ journey into the wilderness 
that we may sacrifice to the Lord our God, lest he fall upon us 
with pestilence or with the sword.” But the king of Egypt said 

to them, “Moses and Aaron, why do you take the people 
away from their work? Get back to your burdens.” 

Exodus 5.1-4 

They arrive, get straight to business and tell Pharaoh 

to let [God’s people] go. The answer is pretty 

unequivocal; I will not let Israel go…Get back to your 

burdens.  

Moses’ return was pretty unspectacular, wasn’t it. 

Maybe there was excitement building (4.30-31), maybe 

the people thought there was going to be a dramatic and 

instant political revolutionary rescue, but, sadly, their 

messenger was flat-out refused. If anything, it made the 



burden heavier for God’s people because their hopes had 

been dashed (5.9, 20-21). 

Many years later, there was another Messenger sent to 

redeem and rescue God’s people. There was another 

Messenger around whom excitement built. There was 

another Messenger whom the people expected to 

liberate them politically and radically. There was another 

Messenger who (on the surface) was defeated and 

rejected. But, that’s not where that story ended, and 

Moses’ story doesn’t end here either. 

The Good News for you is that the truer and better 

Moses did come and liberate God’s people, He did rescue 

them, He did redeem them, and He stands ready to 

redeem you.  

This Messenger says to you today,  

Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my 
voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with 

him, and he with me. 

Revelation 3.20 

If you are journaling along with this series, try this 

today – when did I open the door to Jesus? Have I ever 

opened the door and invited Him in? If not, why not? 





Moses – His Perspective 
Between Exodus 5-15 we see Moses at the forefront of 

some of God’s miraculous and wonderful workings. 

Moses is the mouthpiece, the man charged with 

delivering the message, the minder of God’s people, but 

he never takes on the role of the master. After crossing 

the Red Sea, Moses and the people sing a sing of praise 

to God, which ends like this, 

You will bring them in and plant them on your own mountain, 
the place, O Lord, which you have made for your abode, 

the sanctuary, O Lord, which your hands have established. 
The Lord will reign forever and ever.” 

Exodus 15.17-18 

Despite being used mightily of God Moses never seeks 

to be the Man, only the man. He finishes this song of 

praise by reiterating that the Lord will reign forever and 

ever, not man, I’m really something special, look at all the 

stuff that has happened under my leadership, I’m the 

Man!.  

His perspective never changed – nobody is like God 

(vv.11-12). 



Many years later, another would hold this perspective 

of God too. He said that none is good but God alone 

(Mark 10.18), that His only wish was to do the will of the 

Father (John 5.19), and that He was seeking glory for the 

Father alone (John 8.50). This perspective is what we 

need. 

What this means for you is that there is a model to be 

followed; seeing ourselves in right and proper 

perspective. When we truly see that nobody is like God, 

that He alone is good, that we exist to do His will, and 

that we should seek His glory above our own, our 

perspective is right.  

If you are journaling along, try answering this – how do 

I see myself in relation to God? 





Moses – His Leadership 
Many people look at the Moses-style of leadership as 

autocratic, authoritarian, and absolute: there’s this one 

guy through whom everything must go, kind of thing. 

Personally, I don’t see this to be the case. 

First things first, Moses always sees himself as second-

in-command to the Lord. 

Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh 
and bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?” 

[God] said, “But I will be with you, and this shall be the sign 
for you, that I have sent you: when you have brought the 

people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain.” 

Exodus 3.11-12 

Moses is also painfully aware of his own shortcomings 

(4.10), and at one point even asks NOT to be the leader 

(4.13). He settles for a situation wherein he basically 

relays information from God via Aaron, 

[God] said, “Is there not Aaron, your brother, the Levite? I 
know that he can speak well. Behold, he is coming out to 

meet you, and when he sees you, he will be glad in his heart. 
You shall speak to him and put the words in his mouth, and I 

will be with your mouth and with his mouth and will teach you 
both what to do. He shall speak for you to the people, and he 

shall be your mouth, and you shall be as God to him.And 



take in your hand this staff, with which you shall do the 
signs.” 

Exodus 4.13-17 

He grows into the role, as all leaders do, and is firmly 

established by God as ‘the guy‘ (Numbers 12). It is then 

in Exodus 18 that we see a key piece of leadership 

structure, a piece of information those seeking to 

discredit Moses and this style often overlook. 

His Father-in-Law says, look, 

“What you are doing is not good. You and the people with 
you will certainly wear yourselves out, for the thing is too 

heavy for you. You are not able to do it alone. Now obey my 
voice; I will give you advice, and God be with you! You shall 
represent the people before God and bring their cases to 
God, and you shall warn them about the statutes and the 

laws, and make them know the way in which they must walk 
and what they must do. Moreover, look for able men from all 
the people, men who fear God, who are trustworthy and hate 

a bribe, and place such men over the people as chiefs of 
thousands, of hundreds, of fifties, and of tens. And let them 
judge the people at all times. Every great matter they shall 

bring to you, but any small matter they shall decide 
themselves. So it will be easier for you, and they will bear the 
burden with you. If you do this, God will direct you, you will be 
able to endure, and all this people also will go to their place 

in peace.” 

Exodus 18.17-23 



Clear then; God in control, leadership covenant with 

one man, who then appoints other men to care for 

groups of people within the wider family. We see this 

mirrored in the New Testament with Jesus, the Church, 

Pastors, and Elders (see Ephesians 1.22, 4.10-12, 5.23, 

Colossians 2.10, Titus 1.5). 

What this means for you is that we all have the 

opportunity to live and serve and thrive in structures that 

God has tried, tested, and found to be true over many, 

many years. 

For you, this means that Jesus is the Head of any 

church you are part of. If He is not, it may be time to 

gracefully talk to those in leadership. 

For you, this means that the plans and protections that 

God has always put in place for His people are still there 

for you. Is there a better place to be? 

If you are journaling along with this series, try this 

today – who has God put in these roles in my life? What is 

my role in my current location? How can I support those in 

God-appointed roles in my life? 





Moses – His Death 
In Deuteronomy 34, we read of the death of Moses. 

After his rash and self-centred partial obedience, partial 

disobedience back in Numbers 20 he doesn’t make it to 

the Promised Land. We see that the Lord takes very 

seriously being misrepresented or misinterpreted by His 

leaders to His people. 

Moses is taken up to Mount Nebo (apparently modern-

day Jordan looking west) and dies in the presence of the 

Lord (v.5). Moses was, no doubt and as we read, a 

great servant of the Lord, but even he fell short, didn’t 

he. For all his leadership credentials, his obedience, his 

righteous indignation at the sin of God’s people, Moses 

still fell short. 

NO MATTER HOW HARD WE TRY, 
NO MATTER HOW MUCH EXPERIENCE WE 

HAVE IN ANY GIVEN SITUATION, 



WE ARE STILL GOING TO FALL SHORT OF 
THE RIGHTEOUS REQUIREMENTS OF AN 

ALTOGETHER HOLY GOD. 

Rather than lament the personal failures of Moses, let 

us draw hope from the fact he failed. If he were all that 

humanity needed, if he never died, if he were all-

sufficient, then we would never have had need for the 

ultimate leader of God’s people to come. The truer and 

better Moses, the ultimate servant of the God did come, 

didn’t He? 

For you, the story of Moses is just another preview, 

type, foreshadow, pointer to the life of Jesus (John 

5.39, Luke 24.27). Every not-quite, every failure, every 

oh-so-close-but-so-far moment in Scripture finds its 

fulfilment in Jesus. 

For you, this means that you have a one-stop-shop, a 

singular destination to head towards when looking for 

salvation, for fulfilment, for peace, for acceptance, for 

forgiveness. 



The death of Moses, for you, is another pointer to the 

person and work of Jesus.  





Moses – His Legacy 
Today we wrap up our study of Moses and look at the 

legacy he left. We read in Deuteronomy 18,  

“The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me 
from among you, from your brothers—it is to him you shall 

listen— just as you desired of the Lord your God at Horeb on 
the day of the assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not hear 

again the voice of the Lord my God or see this great fire any 
more, lest I die.’ And the Lord said to me, ‘They are right in 

what they have spoken. I will raise up for them a prophet like 
you from among their brothers. And I will put my words in his 
mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him. 
And whoever will not listen to my words that he shall speak 

in my name, I myself will require it of him. 

Deuteronomy 18.15-19 

The leadership is great, his call, his preparation, his 

recall are all great, but perhaps the most important thing 

about Moses, perhaps, is the clear and cogent pointer he 

gives towards someone better. 

He says, the Lord your God will raise up for you a 

prophet like me from among you, from your brothers…

to him you shall listen…I will put my words in his 

mouth…he shall speak to them all that I command him. 

All of these things point to one person, don’t they? 



Someone who would be descendent from the nation of 

Israel, someone who would represent God before people, 

and people before God, someone who would speak the 

Word of God. Some thought this was John the Baptist 

(John 1.19-21), but all of this really points us to Jesus. 

Jesus is descended from the nation of Israel (Matthew 

1.1). 

Jesus represents God before people, and people 

before God (1 Timothy 2.5). 

Jesus speaks the Word of God (John 12.49).  

Jesus IS the Word of God (John 1.1, 14). 

What this means for you is that the history is great, 

seeing the roots of our faith is great, seeing the 

wondrous workings of God in the past is great, looking at 

the life of Moses is great, but, greater than that is looking 

at what Moses pointed to – to Jesus. 

This was always going to be the plan for humanity, and 

for you. Salvation, reconciliation, and justification are all 

available through the One Moses pointed to. Let us never 

lose sight of the truth that Moses, and every other person 

mightily used of God always points to one place, to one 

person. 



THE LEGACY OF HIS LIFE IS A POINTER TO 
THE PERSON AND WORK OF JESUS! 

If you are journaling along with this series, try this 

today – what have you learned about the life of Moses? 

How doe Moses point you to Jesus? 
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